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Support of the Circular. 

As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wish it, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
[It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the finds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Datty Retiaiovs Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a voluntcer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Biblo Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars. 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

3 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal inits operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4 The Dzily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the same reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
dona, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 





The Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men3 Enameled Traveling-Bigs; Palm- 
eaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUit SORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green c& Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES} 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N., ¥. 
will receive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 


TH BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noves. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Relicious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Bieta. fhe Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil, Our 
Belstionsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible -vidences, but developing miny new and interesting 
®onciusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
All who wish to understand Biste Commenism—its constitu’ 
hould quaint them 
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tional basis, and prospects of succe: 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Onsida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de 
f nded by J.H. Noyes. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


P= Past Volumes of the Cireular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; andany of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions They cultivate 386 acres of 

heir own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Copn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

—-The Community takes its origin from religious 

faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community, 
—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRALLON, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 
—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Jonn H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. ‘They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 

—-Tue Crrcutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
jts usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serveas a condensed formula of 

PRINCIPLES ANU MEASUKES 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 

interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 

with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 

sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 

going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 

ubolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 

tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling tcgethevin Association, or Complex Fami- 


ies. 
Home Churches and Home Schools. 
Meetings every Evening. 
Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 
Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 
A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 





ted to God. 


THE CIRCULAR. 
"tien the Been) 
The Second Coming of Christ. 
No. II. 
CHRIST'S DESIGNATION OF THE TIME OF 
HIS SECOND COMING. 

In our inquiries about the time of the 
Second Coming, it is important that we 
receive the testimony of scripture in its 
proper order, The first question is, who 
shall be our first witness ? Shall we call 
Daniel upon the stand, and taking his 
prophetic numbers for our starting point, 
plunge ourselves into a chaos of arith- 
metical calculations—and when we have 
made out a case by his testimony, then 
admit Jesus Christ, and judge and modi- 
fy his testimony by our reckoning ot 
Daniel’s numbers ? Common sense points 
to a different mode of trial. Jesus Christ 
certainly ought to be our first witness. 
His own Second Coming is the matter 
in question, He is a greater than Dan- 
iel or any other prophet. He lived near- 
er than Daniel to the event. If he has 
spoken of the time of his advent, let us 
hear him first, and then if necessary 
judge and modify all other prophecies by 
his testimony. 

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew, after predicting the unexampled 
tribulations of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, Christ says: ‘Immediately after 
the tribulation of those days, shall the 
sun be darkened.-.---- and then shall ap- 
pear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven, and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn ; and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven, with power and great glory.”— 
Matt. 24: 29, 30. The nature of the 
Coming here described is fully deter- 
mined, not only by the attendant “ gath- 
ering of the elect,” but also by the par- 
allel description in Rev. 6. The lan- 
guage of John concerning the ‘‘ great 
day of the wrath of the lamb,” ushered 
in by the opening of the sixth seal, is so 
perfectly identical with the language of 
Christ in the passage quoted, that we 
may reasonably believe he copied it ; 
ani we cannot doubt that he used it 
with reference to the same events. As 
little can we doubt that both describe a 
day of judgment. Understanding then 
that our inquiry relates to the first great 
judgment spoken of in the sixth of Rev- 
elations, as wel] as the twenty-fourth of 
Matthew, we ask, what must we conclude 
is the true meaning of Christ’s predic- 
tion concerning the time? He says that 
the time of that judgment should be 
“immediately after the tribulation” of the 
days of Jerusalem’s overthrow : but since 
prejudice and tradition must for the 
present dictate to common sense, we are 
atill obliged to ask—does he MEAN 
what he says? In arswering this ques- 
tion, we shall appeal to several state- 
ments in the subsequent context, and in 
other discourses of Christ. 

1. After the above introduction of his 
Second Coming, Christ goes on to say, 
“Now learn a parable of the fig-tree. 











When his branch is yet tender and put 
teth forth leaves, ye know that the sum-' by Matthew ; and we need only to quote 


mer is nigh. So likewise ye, when ye 
see all these things, [viz the visible 
signs which he had foretold in the for- 
mer part of his discourse,] know that it 
[’. e. his coming] ts near, even at the 
doors.” Matt. 24: 32,33. We per- 
ceive in this that Christ had it directly 
in view to so instruct his disciples con- 
cerning the time that they should be in 
no danger of mistake ; and therein we 
have a pledge of the simplicity of his 
language. So that there is no conceiva- 
ble reason for doubting that he inten- 
ded to convey the idea which lies on the 
face of his words; viz., that his Second 
Coming should follow the visible signs he 
foretold, as closely as summer follows 
the budding of the fig-tree. The last of 
those signs was the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ; and of course his statement here 
is precisely what it was before, via, that 
the Son of man should come, “ immedi- 
ately after the tribulation of those days.” 
Moreover, it should be observed that his 
language plainly implies, that the per- 
sons he addressed would have an op- 
portunity of observing the whole series of 
tokens that were to precede the Second 
Coming. On any other supposition the 
parable is impertinent. 

2. But the context furnishes another 
and still more indisputable index of the 
real meaning of Christ. As though he 
were determined to accumulate emphu- 
sis to the uttermost, upon the truth he 
was uttering, he proceeds in the usual 
form of his most important affirmations, 
and with all the solemnity of a tremen- 
dous oath, to state once more the limi- 
tation of the time within which his 
coming should take place. “Verily I 
say unto you, this generation shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled— 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.’ Matt. 
24: 34, 35. It is fashionable witb those 
who have theories to maintain that are 
inconsistent with this statement, to work 
out—each for himself—ingeniows expo- 
sitions of the word generation. One re- 
fers it to the Jews, another to the right- 
eous,a third to those that persecuted 
Christ, and a fourth to a generation that 
will be living when Christ appears !— 
These expositions are confidently if not 
plausibly supported, in most eases, by 
quotations of examples from the Psalmx 
and prophets, in which the word genera- 
tion means, not the mass of men living 
at one time, but a peculiar race or sort 
of persons: as for instance, “God is in 
the generation of the righteous.” Psa. 
14: 5. Now the only fair way of argu- 
ing from usage, when the case admits of 
it, is to appeal to the usage of the writer 
himself, whose language is in question. 
Instead of going to David and Isaiah, 
in another age and another language, 
we will let Christ himself determine 
wht Christ means by the word genera- 
tion. And indeed we need not go out of 
the book of Matthew. Chris: uses not 
only the word, but the -very phrase in 
question, “ THIS generation,” at least five 
times in the previous discourses recorded 
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the passages to make manifest his mean- 
ing. ‘‘ Whereunto shall I liken this gen- 
eration? It is like unto children sitting 
in the markets, and calling unto their 
fellows, and saying, We have piped unto 
youand ye have not danced; we have 
mourned unto you, and ye have not la- 
mented. For Jobn came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, He hatha 
devil. The Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, Behold a man 
gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners. But wisdom is 
justified of her children.” Matthew, 11: 
16—19. “The men of Nineveh shall rise 
in judgment with this generation, and 
shall condemn it: because they repen- 
ted at the preaching of Jonas; and, be- 
hold a greater than Jonas is here. The 
queen of the south shall rise up in the 
judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it: for she came from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon; and behold, a greater 
than Solomon is here.” 12: 41, 42.— 
[As the unclean spirit returning with 
seven other spirits worse than himself, 
makes the last state of the wicked man 
worse than the first,] ‘‘even so shall it 
be also unto this wicked generation.” 12: 
43—45. ‘Behold I send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes ; 
and some of them ye shall kill and cru- 
cify ; and some of them ye shall scourge 
in your synagogues, and persecute them 
from city to city ; that upon you may 
come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar. Verily I say unto 
you, all these things shall come upon 
this generation.” 23: 34—36. Now 
who would think of going tq the Old 
Testament for help to determine the 
meaning of the word generation in these 
passages ? And whocan imagine that 
the same word loses its plain meaning 
and becomes figurative, in passing from 
almost the last verse of the twenty-third 
chapter into the twenty-fourth ? The 
passage in dispute, (Matt. 24: 34,) is 
the last in the series of instances in 
whicn the phrase ‘this generation” oce 
eurs with evident uniformity of meaning, 
and it is almost a literal repetition of 
the instance which immediately precedes 
it—-Matt. 23: 36. Viewing all these 
passages in their connection with each 
other, we discover most clearly that the 
people concerning whom Christ habitu- 
ally used the’ phrase, ‘‘this generation,” 
were they who as a mass had heard 
and rejected John the Baptist and him- 
self, and were thus rapidly becoming 
ripe in wickedness. Foreseeing that this 
same generation would crucify himself, 
persecute the apostles, and persist in 
their unbelief and malice till the measure 
of their iniquities would be full; he 
justly threatened them with the gath- 
ered vengeance due to all the murders 
of the righteous from the beginning of 
the world. As they by their preémi- 
nent wickedness were becoming the rep- 
resentatives of the sinners of all past 
senerations, it was meet that the debt 
of wrath due to the whole world should 
ve paid to them, and should be paid 
without delay, before the generation 
had left the earth, that their sin and 


What are the Wild Waves Saying? 
What are the wild waves saying, 
Sister, the whole day long, 
That ever amid our playing, 
I hear their low lone song ? 
Not by the sea side only, 
There it sounds wild and free ; 
But at night when ’tis dark and lonely, 
In dreams it is still with me. 


Brother, I hear no singing ! 
Tis but the rolling wave, 
Ever its lone course winging 
Over some ocean cave ! 
’Tis but the noise of water 
Dashing against the shore, 
And the wind from some bleaker quarter 
Mingling with its roar. 


No! it is something greater, 
That speaks to the heart alone ; 

The voice of the great Creator 
Dwells in that mighty tone. 


Yes! but the waves seem ever 
Singing the same sad thing, 
And vain is my weak endeavor, 
To guess what the surges sing ! 
What is that voice repeating, 
Ever by night and day ? 
Is it a friendly greeting, 
Or a warning that calls away ? 


Brother! the in!and mountain, 
Hath it not voice and sound? 
Speaks not the dripping fountain 
As it bedews the ground? 

E’en by the houshold ingle 
Curtained close and warm, 

Do not our voices mingle 
With those of the distant storm ? 


Yes! but there is something greater, 
That speaks to the heart alone ; 
The voice of the great Creator 
Dwells in that mighty tone. [dnonymous. 
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Communism THE Socian Orper or Heaven. 


ONEIDA, OCTOBER 25, 1860. 


The Inner World. 

We bespeak for the article on the Second Com- 
ing, which we are reprinting from the Berean, 
the serious study of such of our readers whose 
minds are not clear on the subject. An appre- 
hension of the Second Coming, and the existence 
of the Primitive Church in a resurrection world, 
we conceive to be a matter of spiritual discovery— 
a discovery too that implies downright spiritual 
earnestness and faithfulness to the truth, to make. 
It is the discovery of this heavenly church, this 
spiritual continent, as we may call it, in the in- 
ner world, that constitutes the complement of 
the New Testament doctrine of the Second Com- 
ing. And we imagine, when this resurrection 
continent begins to loom up to the vision of be- 
lievers, quite beyond the ken of all the [fadean 
spheres, and a real belief in its existence begins 
to work in the world, it will be the great victory 
of the spirit over the flesh, and the virtual end 
of the devil’s kingdom. 

We believe therefore that our readers cannot 
do a better thing for themselves, or the werld, 
than to dig, like heroes, into that cloud that re- 
ceived Christ from the world, We believe that 
there is actual substance and form and solidity 
and power, of persons and things that cannot be 
seen with the outward eve, and that can be seen 
with the inward eye; and that these are not al- 
together a mere matter of voluntary revelation on 
God’s part, but we can cultivate our senses till 
we perceive these things in a natural way. Our 
business clearly is now (not after death) to find 
our way into this inner world, and evmnect our- 
selves with it. 

It. was the distinct characteristic of the career 
of Christ in this world, that he was never found 
losing sight of that inner world: he acted all the 
time in the presence of it. The world of realities 
to him, was the world in which he faced the 
Father; and yet he behaved correctly with ref- 
erence to this world. If we read the gospels 
through, we shall see that this was the difference 
between him and other men. Ie sent the Spirit 
upon his disciples to train their senses till they 
were wide awake to the inner world; and he 
set his Second Coming before them as a lure—an 
enticement. He set before them all possible 
hopes, and all possible fears, in reference to that 





punishment might be ‘seen together.— 
(Continued on the last page.) 


Coming, to persuade them to work themselves 
through, and mect him in that world. 
To assist persons in shaking off the nightmare 
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of unbelief, and the death-hke drowsiness that 
prevails with reference to this important subject, 
is the object of this article. 





Owen’s “Footfalls.” | 


FootraLLs ON THE Bounpary oF ANOTHER 
Worip; with Narrative Illustrations. By 
Robert Dale Owen. 8 vo. pp. 528. 

We have been decidedly interested in listening 
to the reading of this new book. It strikes us as 
a diligent research of the question in hand. We 
think also that the book is written in a candid 
spirit, and is characterized by a refreshing amount 
of good sense and sound reasoning. One good 
effect of reading it we judge will be, or at least 
ought to be, to break up a superstitious dread of 
apparitions, that is doubtless a latent feeling in 
many persons, and operates as a barrier to free in- 
vestigation of such a subject. 

The theory supported by the evidence adduced 
in the book, is, in the words of Mr. Owen, that— 

When the spirit of man, disengaged from the 
body, passes to another state of existence, its 
thoughts and affections may still revert to earth ; 
and that, in point of fact, it does occasionally 
make itself perceptible to the living, whether in 
dream or in the light of day,—sometimes to the 
sense of sight, sometimes to that of hearing or of 
touch, sometimes by an impression which we de- 
tect in its effect but cannot trace to its origin; 
these various spiritual agencies wearing in this in- 
stance a frivolous, in that a solemn aspect, now 
assuming the form of petty annoyance, now of 
grave retribution, but more trequently bright- 
ening into indications of gentle ministry and lov- 
ing guardianship. 

The varied and well-substantiated incidents 
narrated in illustration of the foregoing theory, 
are quite remarkable, and we think ought to be 
convincing, to the doubters of the spiritual hy- 
pothesis. We have no objections to offer, our- 
selves, to the conclusions arrived at by Mr. 
Owen. We have believed, from the beginning, in 
the main facts of the so-called ‘* Spiritual Mani- 
ifestations,” and have been contented with this 
simple admission, (as Mr. Owen seems to be,) 
ready to acknowledge whatever of real good can 
be shown to accompany or grow out of the phe- 
nomena, but refusing to entertain unnecessary 
and unwarrantable inferences therefrom. But 
when it is assumed for this system, (as the great 
mass of its teachers and advocates do assume for 
it,)that it is of divine origin, and its teachings and 
manifestations are to be reverenced as oracles, it 
is more than we are prepared for ; the thing pre- 
sents itself to us as an emetic, which as well per- 
sons we have no occasion to swallow. This, in 
our estimation, is the bane of Modern Spiritual- 
ism. It assumes virtually to be wiser than God 
and the Bible, and attempts to foist upon people 
for heaven’s light and truth, what in most in- 
stances are but the silly lucubrations of ghosts. 
Unlike this, Mr. Owen, while he has apparently 
been converted from a state of infidel skepticism 
to a belief in spiritual existences, has not so far 
succumbed to the mediums of bis conversion as 
to surrender his common sense to their claims. 
Here is his opinion of the reliability that is to be 
placed in all ultra-mundane manifestations : 

Imaginations from another world (supposing 
their reality) may be useful ; they may be highly 
suggestive ; they may supply invaluable materials 
for thought: just as the opinion of some wise 
man or the advice of some judicious friend, here 
upon earth, might do. But no opinion, no ad- 
vice, from frieud or stranger, ought to be re- 
ceived as infallible, or accepted as a rule of action, 
until Reason shall have sat in judgment upen it 
and decided, to the best of her ability, its truth 
and worth, 

There exist not, nor can arise, any circum- 
stances whatever that shall justify the reception 
by man. as infallible and mandatory, of any such 
communication. Let us suppose the extreme case. 
Let us imagine that, from some intelligence clearly 
ultramundane, there should come to us a certain 
communication which, fairly tested by reason, 
we decide to exceed, in depth and wisdom, any 
thing whioh that reason unaided could originate. 
Are we, because of the evident excellence of that 
communication, to receive with unquestioning 
acquiescence all its felMws coming apparently 
from the same source? In the chapter on Sleep, 
cases will be adduced in proof that our intel!ec- 
tual powers during sleep sometimes surpass any 
waking effort. Yet what rational man would 
thence infer that we ought to be governed by our 
dreams ? 

We commend Mr. Owen's test of trying the 
spirits, to all believers in the Hadean manifesta- 
tions. There can no harm come, of treating 
them with the same good sense and respect 
which we would have. exercised towards them, 
had they remained in the Bay. But if more 
than this is claimed by them, why is it not our 
turn to inquire for their credentials? For we 


have yet to learn why the mere circumstance of 
death should in any way invest persons with 












a — 
We may say. in concluding these remarks, that 
we make a distinction in our minds and faith. 
between human spirits in the Hadean world, and 





‘the great multitude of the Primitive church, who 


we know have attained a resurrection world be- 
yond the precincts of Hades; and also between 
these unreliable Hadean spirits, and rue Spirit 
of Truth which is recognized by Christ and 
the New Testament as alone abie to guide us 
into all truth. A genuine love of the truth 
by a person, we believe is the surest pledge 
of his attaining it, sooner or latter. And from 
indications in the book before us, we are inclined 
te hope that Mr. Owen’s love of the truth will 
not only protect him from Hadean impositions, 
but will lead him in the end to acquaintance with 
and acknowledgment of this Spirit of Truth.—. 





Flowers. 





Thank God for the beautiful flowers! They 
toil not, neither do they spin; yet Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like some of them. 
My corn-and-potato friend yender, will perhaps 
ask contemptuously, what is the use of flowers? 
Ask the bright-eyed little girl of four summers, 
as she comes bounding in with both hands full, 
ora garland on her brow, what is the use of 
flowers? She perhaps cannot tell you their use, 
but she feels it in her soul. She takes to flowers 
as if it were a law of her being. But, my corn- 
and-potato friend, let me tell you of some of their 
uses. Whatever gives happiness, is useful; and 
what contributes more to the happiness of all 
classes, than flowers? The young, the middle- 
aged, and the old, all love flowers. What more 
welcome ornament for the center table of your 
parlor, than a vase of flowers? They make home 
seem more home-like, 

To the dining-room, they add a charm that 
nothing else can; and what more welcome sight 
to the eye just awakening into life after a visit to 
the land of dreams, than a boquet of lovely flow- 
ers? They seem to give onea hearty welcome 
back to this every-day world of ours. What 
more effectual to drive away the blues, and turn 
the attention to brighter and better thoughts, 
than a beautiful flower presented by a friend’s 
hand? ‘hey are, moreover, useful by their ex- 
ample of spreading their sweet fragrance freely 
and lavishly, and thus giving pleasure to all 
around them. 

The birds and the bees know their use. The 
former, hail their approach in Sprmg with merry 
song and gleeful praise; the latter, greet their 
opening as a season of harvest and labor, to 
gather sweet food for their winter’s store. Spring 
would not be Spring without them, but a season 
of dullness and sadness. The inflorescence, or 
loves of the flowers, produce al! our fruits and 
grains. Your corn would be but husks, and your 
potatoes “small potatoes” without them. 

Flowers are useful in elevating the mind of 
plodding man from the groveling things of earth 
tu that God who is the author of all things beau- 
tiful and lovely. If ever I am called to pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death, my 
prayer is, that my pathway may be strewed with 
flowers. Agnin I would say, thank God for 
flowers.—A. D. w. 


The Farthquake. 

A few minutes before 6 o’clock on Wednesday 
morning, the 18th inst., a number of our family 
were distinctly sensible of the shock of an earth- 
quake. Persons who slept in the attic, and had 
not yet risen, experienced a decided rocking or 
trembling of their beds, while those who slept in 
the second or lower stories were sensible only of 
a gentle tremor. We notice by the papers that 
the sensation was general throughout the New 
Eng)and States and Canada. In Quebec, the jar 
was so severe, that in some instances, men, wo- 
men and children were fiightened from their 
dwellings, rushing from their beds half dressed, 
“with terror depicted on their countenances.” In 
some parts of Canada the shock was more violent 
than in Quebec; doors were shaken from their 
places, and the crockery in cupboards smashed tv 
pieces ; and fear and terror prevailed among the 
population. According to the Republican, pub- 
lished in Springfield, Mass., there were in that 
region nu less than five distinct shocks. The 
Republican says: 





At Boston and vicinity, it seems to have been 
lighter than here ; at Manchester, N. H., about the 
same ; while at Saco, Me., there was a loud report, 
a perceptible rocking of buildings, with the ringing 
of the bells. It grew in severity as it extended up 
the Connecticut valley ; we hear of it through Ver- 
mont, at Barton, St. Johnsbury, Northfield, Wovod- 








claims to wisdom and truth superior to the living. 


stock, Windsor and Littleton. At Barton fastened 
doors were unlocked, and the church bells rung by 
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it: and at Northfield a church spire was shaken out 
of its propriety, and left standing obliquely. 

A Quebec paper considers the shock as ‘ the 
spent effort of one of nature's great operations 
in some far distant and less favored land, of 
whose ravages we are yet destined to receive in” 


telligence.” 


Matters of Mention. 





...-The Prince of Wales embarked at Port- 
land for England en the afternoon of the 20th. 

_..-Brown and Taggard, of Bostwn, have com- 
menced the publication of a new edition of the 
works of Francis Bacon, collected and edited by 
James Spedding, Robert Leslie, Ellis and Doug- 
lass, Demion Heath, all of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, England. 

..Among the papers published in costly 
style by the Smithsonian Institute, at Washing- 
ton, is one on the microscopic plants and animals, 
which live on and in the human body. It des- 
cribes quite a number of insects. The anima! 
which produces the disease called the “ itch,” is 
illustrated by an engraving half an inch in diame- 
ter, which shows not only the ugly little fellow’s 
body and legs, but his very toes, although the 
animal himself is entirely.invisible to the naked 
eye. When Lieut. Berryman was sounding the 
ocean preparatory to laying the Atlantic Tele- 
graph, the quill at the end of the sounding line 
brought up mud, which, on being dried, became a 
powder sv fine that, on rubbing it between the 
thumb and finger, it disappeared in the crevices 
of the skin. On placing this dust under the mi- 
eroscope, it was discovered to consist of millions 
of perfect shells, each of which had a living ani- 
tual. 

...-The silk culture is to be added to the in- 
dustrial pursuits of California. It is ascertained 
that the climate is warmer and more applicable 
to the culture of the silk worm than that of 
France, where they succeed admirably, and that 
the silk worm of Japan will stand the best chance 
in that climate.—Scientific American. 

_...-The California papers report that some of 
the pear trees in that State, of the Bartlett varie- 
ty, bear two distinct crops of fruit this year.— 
The trees blossomed in April and July. The 
pears of the first crop, at the first of September, 
were large, weighing eight or nine ounces each; 
the second crop then weighed about two ounces. 
It would astonish the fruit-growers of the Atlan- 
tic States to find two healthy crops growmg on 
one tree, both holding fair to mature into the 
most delicious fruit.— Ibid. 

_...Professor Way, of London, has recently 
invented a new electric light, which appears to 
have more of the elements of practicability than 
any heretofore proposed. The light is steady, 
constant, agreeable to the eye, may be exhibited 
under water as well as in the air, and thete is 
no consumption or derangement of material ex- 
cept of that which is a part of the battery.— 
Moreover, the electricity may be generated by 
the magneto-electric machine, and possibly by 
the ordinary friction machine, sv that the cost of 
the light may be determined simply by the cost 
of mechanical power. In short, it appears as if 
we may some day employ our steam engines, in 
the manufacture of hght, with as much certainty 
and profit as in the manufacture of cloth or iron. 
— Ibid. 

...-Several large manufacturing corporations 
are collecting libraries to be used by their opera- 
tives, free of charge. The books asked for by 
those who are employed in our mills afford en- 


encouraging indications of intellectual and moral 
culture amongst the working classes. Upon one 
of these libraries it is proposed to expend as much 
as $10,000, and the operatives have been asked 
to hand in lists of such books as they wish to see 
upon the shelves.— Religious Monthly Mag. 


— 





A Pleasant Picture. 
The Boston correspondent of the Tribune, giv- 
ing an account of the visit of the Prince of Wales 
to that city on the 19th inst., thus describes his 


reception at Music Hall: 

Just before the entrance of the Prince, the hall 
was silently crowded with an assemblage of un- 
usual variety and beauty. Nearly one half was 
eceupied by twelve hundred school children, 
who were grouped in a semi-circular amphithea- 
ter, which descended from the highest gallery to 
the floor, converging to the center. This bank of 
young humanity was perhaps forty feet in hight, 
and sixty in breadth. ‘The little girls, who 
altogether outnumbered the boys, occupied the 
edges, and formed the most imposing part of the 
picture. They were almost all dressed in simple 
white, although a few dots of sharper color were 
~cattered here and there about. The boys, with 
excellent artistic effect, were arranged m the 





center of the semi-circle. The orchestra was in 
the space left open upun the stage. The rest of 
the hall was filled with spectators, ladies having 
exclusive possession of the galleries. A raised 
platform at the center of the floor, was held in 
reserve for the visitors. The hall itself was deco- 
rated with great profusion, and bettcr, with great 
good taste. 

For some eager minutes the bright array of 
handsome children sat, whispering their delighted 
expectations, fluttering their gay ribbons and 
wuslins in half suppressed excitement, and look- 
ing all impatiently at the door through which the 
Prince was about to appear. As the bustle in 
the corridors announced his approach, they be- 
came for an instant preternaturally quiet, bat the 
moment that he was seen advancing through the 
passage, they sprang tumultuously to their feet, 
and in sudden, jubilant ecstasy, shouted and 
cheered, and shook their handkerchiefs until the 
audience, catching their vigorous enthusiasm, 
shouted and cheered too, almost as unrestrainedly 
as they. I never saw so astonishing a sight as 
that disheveled spread of young handkerchiefs.— 
There were none of your languid waftings of 
recognition there—only the wildest and most 
reckless whirl you can think of. The bodies of 
the children were hidden for a minute by the 
flashing spray of little handkerchiefs, just as if a 
curtain had been held over them. Presently the 
outburst spent itself, and then the orchestra 
opened the jubilee overture of Weber, a work 
written, I think, in honor of the coronation of 
George the 1Vth, and which terminates with the 
national anthem, “God Save the King.” This, 
instead of being vuly played orchcstrally, was 
sung as well, the children giving the melody in 
unison, while the organ and the orchestra filled 
the harmonies. The effect was very remarkable 
and unusual, for the voices of all children have a 
peculiar penetrating character, which those of 
adults do not possess, and which makes their 
value so great in choirs, that it is a wonder why 
they are now so little employed. The children 
also sanga choral from Mendelssohn ; “ St. Paul,” 
and a chorus from Mozart’s Twelfth Mass, with a 
perfection which showed that the system of musi- 
cal education in the public schools here is a great 
and enduring success. Last of all, “ Old Hun- 
dred” was sung, the whole audience—not less 
than two thousand persons—joining resolutely 
with the children. [ do not know how a grander 
musical effect could be created. Immediately af- 
ter this the Prince rose to depart, and then the 
bursts of cheering and the shaking of handker- 
chiefs came again, more madly than before. For 
five minutes the demonstrations did not cease, 
and long after the Prince had disappeared, these 
hot-hearted testimunials of pleasant adieu echoed 
after him. 





Notes ofan Evening Meeting. 

Sunday Evening, Oct. 21.—A portion of the 
Ist and 2d chapters of Ist Corinthians was read, 
and followed by conversation, sume notes of which 
we give below : 

G. W. N.--Paul gives the true test of wisdom 
in this passage, where he speaks of the wisdom of 
God, as being a “mystery,” and “hidden wis- 
dom,” *“ which none of the princes of this world 
knew; for, had‘ they known it, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.” The priests 
and rulers of Judea were regarded as embodying 
the highest learning and accomplishments of their 
age; yet, in rejecting Christ, they showed a ter- 
rible deficiency in the highest wisdom ; they had 
not that insight that penetrates into the central 
fact and reality of things. The same test is ap- 
plicable now. Men may make great scientific 
attainments, and be at home in the outer phe- 
nomena of creation, and yet, if they do not know 
and appreciate Christ spiritually, they fail in the 
main thing, and their wisdom comes to nought: 
Let the recognition of Christ as the Lord of glo- 
ry, stand as the grand central fact, from which 
all other knowledge is to gather illumination. 
One who perceives the simplicity of faith as 
taught by Paul and Christ, will hold opinions 
somewhat loosely, scientific or other, that come 
into any degree of competition with this interior 
fact. 

H. J. S.—I think the wisdom of the world op- 
erates a good deal like darkness upon us. If we 
should undertake it, [ suppose we might acquire 
considerable skill to work by starlight. But every 
body would admit this to be a foolish way to do 
business. I take it that the confession of Christ 
puts us in a new position, where there is day” 
light, and where our hearts are softened, and in 
communication with God. The first effect of the 
gospel upon our hearts is, to soften them, and 
make us feel «s little children —like whom Christ 
declared we must become before we can enter 
the kingdom of heaven. The principal conflict 
with evil in this world is to get rid of the unbe- 
lief that comes in through worldly wisdom— pro- 
ducing hardness of heart, and a wrong action of 
the mind. I have sometimes thought, when my 
heart felt soft and loving, I had the must wisdom ; 
and I wanted to know how to keep in that state 
that I might be sure of all necessary wisdom— 





the deep wisdom that Paul speaks of. It isa 


very striking passage, where Christ says. “ Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me; for 1am 
meek and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.” 

E. H. H.—1 feel a good deal interested in the 
work of the spirit of faith among our young folks. 
Some of them are contending with the spirit of 
unbelief and skepticism. As they become in 
earnest, and interested in the trath, that princi- 
pality is stirred up. I have confidence in the pow- 
er of God, and his truth, to find its way te all 
the sincere—have perfect confidence that the 
truth is stronger than error, and faith stronger 
than unbelief. The experience of this Commu- 
nity isa living proof of the power of faith over 
unbelief. I am pleased to see this sincerity work- 
ing in our young people, and their attention turned 
towards faith in God. It isa point we all have 
to come to ; and I have sympathy for them, and 
am interested in their experience. ! thank God 
for the victory—the simplicity of faith, that some 
are receiving. Ll hope the work will go on until 
all unbelief is brought out, and put away. 

A member referred toa note received from 
Wallingford, in which mention was made of the 
increasing desire amung the young people there 
to become spiritually minded. The two letters 
below, recently written by a young man in the 
Wallingford Community, the first tu an intimate 


mother, represents the kind of influence that is 
prevailing among them: 
Walling ford, Sept. 26, 1860. 

Dear F.:—Your letter was quite interesting. 
I am glad if you have any experience in regard to 
the welfare of your soul. TI recotlect that I once 
told you some of my experience, and you said you 
thought that you had as much as I had. Well, if 
you did, and will only follow it up, as I have, you 
will certainly come out where I have; and that 
is, in a settled determination to devote my whole 
life to subduing the flesh and building up my soul 
for God. Lam glad you write to me your expe- 
rience, for I think that as you know me almost as 
intimately as any one else, you are the very one 
that can profit by my experience. As I now look 
at it (and I can tell you sincerely that I have 
changed a great deal in the two months I have 
been here, and have been able to straighten myself 
up from under that bondage I was in there,) this 
Community school we are in, is the very hest 
place to subdue the flesh and to build up the spir- 
it, that there is in this world. 

If you will read the ‘Testament, and especially 
the cpistle to the Romans, you will see that the 
whole subject of salvation hinges on this thing, 
‘to bring our whole energies to bear to subdue the 
flesh, and to become wholly possessed of the 
Spirit of God. Well, you may go into the worldas 
S. has, and you will probably have the physical 
partof your nature more gratified then you would 
where you are; but yuu will be sowing to the 
flesh ; and the Bible says that they who sow to 
the flesh shall reap corruption ; but the fruits of 
the Spirit are life aud peace. I think you and all 
the rest of us young men, need to be awakened 
to the importance of this distinction between 
the flesh and the spirit; and to look upen the 
desires of the body and the outward man as the 
temptations of the devil, unless they are guided 
by the spirit of God. Ido not wish to depre- 
ciate any of our passions or desires, for 1 am con- 
vinced that under the guidance of the Spirit they 
will ultimately make glorious music to God.— 
What we want is, to stop their interfering with 
our higher interests; aud in order to do this we 
must trample them under our feet, till we can 
offer ourselves pure and holy befere God. | 
have determined to do this with Gou’s help, and 
so I hail with joy any chance to do so, though at 
first it may give me some pain. 

Now, F., | do not know whether you will like 
it, my reading yvu such a long lecture; but be- 
lieve me, iam prompted by a sincere wish for 
your welfare ; for we have lung bven friends, ac- 
cording to the flesh, and most intimate frends 
wo; and now let us dissolve that partnership, 
and know each other after the spirit alone.— 
1 am determined to speak boldly my mind, 
knowing that for all the friends | lose by it, 1 
shall receive again an hundred fold. IL do not be- 
lieve you will be offended with me. Do not let 
the foolish fear of the opinion of other young 
men and boys, deter you from making any move 
your heart may prompt. There is a glorious 
feeling of strength and security, which will am- 
ply repay you. You say there are some things 
there, you do not like. Please write me some of 
them, and [ will give my views of them. At 
least write unreservedly as 1 do to you. I have 
written this without any previous thought until 
your letter came, and have spoken the thoughts of 
my inmost soul. 

Dear Moruer :—It is two months to-day since 
{ left you, and it does not seem half su iung, The 
winter will pass swiftly, at leas. with me; and | 
know you ‘don’t need me there to make you happy ; 
for if you are assured that God has taken me up, 
it will comtort you more than my bodily presence 
would. I feel a good deal nearer in spirit to fa- 
ther and you, than | ever did before. Please te! 
father that | begin to feel the actual evntact of 
my spirit with Christ, in a way that no amount of 
mere reasoning can account for, and that L am 
satisfied from my inmost soul tnat there isa God, 





and that Jesus Whrist was sent from heaven. 1 


companion at Oneida, and the second to his|_ 





find this, not from my intellect, but from the fact 
that he answers my prayers. 

I now look upon my experience thus: 1 was 
born out of the church, and was brought up in 
freedom from its laws; and not being spiritually 
enlightened, as father and the spiritual ones in 
the Community are, I could not make the Bible 
agree with my heart and the longings of my soul. 
Therefore [ could not believe in Christ nor the 
Bible. My mind relied on itself, and the experience 
of others did me no good. As longas I could not 
see the truth, it did me no good to see that 
others did. U needed to place my reliance on 
those who had gune before me, and to take the ad- 
vice of Peter where he says: “We have also a 
more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a ight that shin- 
eth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day-star arise in your hearts.” Well, I have 
gono back to that, and said, I will believe what 
others do if I can, and | willdo what others do, 
that is, to pray. Sol prayed to the Lord Al- 
mighty te light up my soul. I would do nothing 
of my own will, but would follow what light was 
given me. And he is giving me light. [am now 
studying the Berean; and I think I understand 
its truths in a measure with my spiritual senses. 
[have reasvn to think that the Day-Star is arising 
in my heart, and that it will shine brighter and 
brighter, lighting me onward and upward inte 
eternal light and life. I begin to appreciate the 
fact, tbat the “whole world lieth in the wicked 
one ;” and it is only by laying hold of Christ and 
his life, that we can escape from the devil’s snares, 
But perhaps I shall not give you much idea of 
my experience by writing. Yours affectionately 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Freeport, Ill., October 16, 1860. 
Dear Frienps:—Notwithstanding it is but a few 
days since | wrote to you, there is a welling up of 
life-waters that seeks utterance. I feel conscious 
of a tie stronger than life, binding me to the dear 
friends at Oneida. All my hopes for the future 
of the world, are centered in the work God has 
commenced there. Whatever connection I may 
have had with the world, its politics, or its gov- 
ernment—has been subordinated to the thought, 
to the faith, that the only salvation for humanity 
is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and his absolute 
sovereignty over the principalities and powers, 
both in Hades and this world. My heart gladly 
accepts the truth of his reign beyond death and 
Hades, in the Church of the first resurrection, 
and of the coming down of that church to form 
a junction with the church on earth; the univa of 
the two constituting the Kingdom of God on 
earth, in which the law of fear gives place to the 
law of love, In it, I see no ballot-boxes, no 
taxes, no congresses, no bayonets, no cannon, 
forts, armies or navies, to enforce obedience to 
law by physical force. In that kingdom there 
are no slaves, either socially or legully. Yet the 
heavenly bodies do not revolve around their com- 
mon centers with more of order and less of fric. 
tion, than dues each individual member of that 
kingdom around their center, Christ. Yet in the 
providence of God, I have been so situated that 
I have been unable even to visit you during the 
last summer, as I had fondly hoped [ should, én 
response to your loving invitation. I am _ thank- 
ful, as wy spirit has been mellowed, softened 
made gentle and tender by suffering, as self-suf- 
ficiency has been abased by a deeper insight in- 
tu my weakness, as self-righteousness has been 
rebuked by an exhibition of its filthiness and 
weakness, and as the power of Christ to save 
when al] seemed lost, has been manifested. 
not describe to you how deeply J have suffered, 
nor how thankful I ain for it. 
Greeting you all with my heart’s salutations, 
I am yours in the love of Uhrist. 





P. Sweer. 

Conklingville, N. Y., Oct. 11, 1860. 
Dear Frtenps:—I am with you all in spirit 
this evening, confessing Christ, the melting and 
cementing love-power which brings me into a une- 
ness with all that believe his testrmeny. I can 
find no language in which to express te you the 
fullness of God’s gifts to my soul within the two 
months past, so appropriate as the 21st, 22d, and 
23d verses of Christ’s prayer, in the 17th chapt., 
of John. My heart is most of the time so filled 
with this spirit, that I cannot in language ex- 
press what I feel and spiritually see of the love 
uf Christ. His prayer to his ather was, to fit us 
for him ; and how without measure does he im- 
part love to the Church, whey she with ber whole 
heart seeks the best of all gifts? I thank God, 
from whom cometh every youd gift, for the Cir- 
cular, although it knocked long at vur door, ere 
my proud heart welcomed it as my compamon 
and teacher. I have read the Berean, Bible Cum- 
munism, and the experience of J. H. Noyes; all 
of which | believe to be the teaching, ana insp- 
ration of that Spirit which Christ prayed the 

Father to send as vur guide invo ail truth. 

Confessing Christ, a spirit of love for the 
church in Oncida, | am yours in the bunds ut love 

ww Christ. «°C. 
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(Continued from the second page.) 
Accordingly, after saying in the 23d 
chapter, “ Verily I say unto you, all 
these things” [to wit, the punishment 
due to all previous persecutors] “ shall 
come upon this generation,” he goes on 
in the 24th chapter to specify the items 
of that punishment. He speaks of wars, 
famines, pestilences, earthquakes, a most 
terrific and swelling series of outward 
calamities, ending with the destruction 
of the holy city ; and then continuing 
the series by passing into the spiritual 
world, he predicts as immediately to 
follow this climax of outward ruin, the 
appearance of the Son of man in the 
majesty of eternal judgment, the wailing 
of his crucifiers, and the glorious gather- 
ing of his elect. In perfect keeping 
then, with his former sayings, and with 
the demands of the case, he adds, “Verily 
I say unto you, this generation shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled.” 

Even in the Old Testament there is a 
very appropriate illustration of the mean- 
ing of the word generation in the case 
in question. “The Lord heard the 
voice of your words,” said Moses, “ and 
was wroth and sware, saying, surely 
there shall not one of these men of this 
evil generation see that good land, which 
I sware to give unto your fathers, save 
Caleb, the son of Jephunneh.” Deut. 1: 
34—36. The generation that came out 
of Egypt saw and despised the wonders 
which God wrought in delivering them 
from Pharaoh and maintaining them in 
the wilderness, and thus became dread- 
fully wicked, insomuch that God de- 
stroyed them, and only suffered their 
children to enter the promised land. In 
like manner, the generation that lived 
in the time of Christ and his apostles, 
saw and despised the mighty works of 
God. It was unquestionably the wick- 
edest generation that ever lived on earth. 
Indeed it is not possible that any other 
generation should be so wicked ; for they 
crucified the Lord of glory, and he can- 
not die again. It was meet, therefore, 
that upon that generation should come 
“such tribulation as never was, no nor 
ever shall be.” Therefore Christ said, 
“this generation shall not pass” till the 
wrath of God shall be revealed against 
them to the uttermost. 


3. The meaning of Christ’s statement 
in the 24th of Matthew is, if possible, 
still more clearly determined and mani- 
fested by the three following equivalent 
statements, which occur in his other dis- 
courses. (1,) “ Verily I say unto you, 
ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel till the Son of man be come.”— 
Matt. 10:23. (2,) “ Verily I say unto 
you, there be some standing here who 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” 16: 28. 
(3,) “If J will that he (John) tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee?” Jno. 21: 
22. Here we have three separate forms 
of the same prediction, all terminating 
in the same point—all affirming directly 
or by obvious implication, precisely the 
truth which wé have found in three other 


forms before. 

Some of those who are determined 
not to receive the simple meaning of 
these texts, dispose of them by referring 
them, especially the two former, either 
to the transfiguration of Christ on the 


Mount, or to the day of Pentecost. But! 


we ask, where is the proof that either of 





these events is ever called elsewhere in the 
Evangelists the coming of Christ ? If we 
suppose Christ to have used in these three 
instances, with reference to those events, 
an expression which every where else in his 
discourses refers to the day of Judgment, 
and that too without any explanation, 
we impute to him the most outrageous 
duplicity. These time-serving interpre- 
tations trample not only on usage but on 
common sense; for at the transfigura- 
tion, Christ had not gone away; so that 
it would have been nonsense to have called 
that event his coming ; and the effusion 
of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pente- 
cost, was the coming, not of Christ, (for 
he had gone away only forty days be- 
fore,) but of that “other comforter” which 
he promised to send his disciples in his 
absence. 

We shall perhaps be referred to 2 Peter 
1: 16, as an instance in which the trans- 
figuration is called the “coming” of 
Christ. Buta slight examination of the 
passage will show the fallacy of the ref- 
erence. Says the apostle, ‘We have not 
followed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”— 
When and where had he made known to 
them his power and coming? Obvious- 
ly, in his previous epistle and preaching, 
Turning to the first chapter of that epis- 
tle, we find his first and favorite theme 
was, “the salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time, at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ”’—“ the grace that was to be 
brought unto the saints, at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.” We find him also in 
other records of his preaching, like the 
other apostles, prominently presenting 
the Second Coming of Christ as the 
great hope of the church ; e. g., Acts 3: 
20. To assure his readers more fully of 
that glorious hope, he refers them in his 
second epistle to the transfiguration :— 
“ We were,” says he, “ eye-witnesses of 
his majesty on the holy mount ;” i. e., we 
have seen his spiritual glory, and we 
therefore know what will be his power 
at his promised coming. Observe, the 
apostle does not say he was an eye-wit- 
ness of Christ’s coming, but only of his 
majesty. The transfiguration was an an- 
ticipative glimpse of the power and glory 
of the Second Coming; and as such, 
Peter very properly referred to it for con- 
firmation of the hopes of those who were 
waiting for the Lord. 

But, supposing it were possible for 
those who wish to evade the testimony 
in question, to bring some plausible proof 
that the first two of the three passages 
quoted, refer to the transfiguration or to 
the day of Pentecost—what will they 
say tothe third? Christ had predicted 
Peter’s death. Thereupon Peter asked 
him what should be the lot of John. 
He answered, “Jf I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee ? Follow 
thou me.” Here isa plain intimation, 
first, that Johp should outlive Peter ; sec- 
ondly, that he should live till the Second 
Coming ; and of course, thirdly, that the 
Second Coming should take place after 
the death of Peter, and before that of 
John. Now Peter was crucified long af- 
ter the transfiguration and the day of 
Pentecost. Of course ‘ til/ I come” can- 
not refer to either of these events. But 
John certainly departed soon after the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Of course 
“till I come” must refer to an event 


which took place near the period of that 
destruction. 

We may sum up and concentrate the 
testimony we have examiued in this sec- 
tion, thus: Christ designated the time 
of his Second Coming in six different 
ways. 1. He placed it immediately after 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 2. He in- 
structed his disciples to expect it, when 
they should see the fearful signs that 
should precede and accompany the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, as they would 
look for summer after the budding of the 
fig-tree. 3. He most solemnly declared that 
it would take place before the generation 
cotemporary with himself would pass 
away. 4. He assured his disciples that 
it would happen before their ministry to 
the Jews would be finished. 5. He said 
there were some standing with him who 
should live till the event. 6. he plainly 
intimated that John should tarry till his 


coming. 
( To be continued.) 





A Large Nursery. 


Life Illustrated, in answering the question, 
Where do all the trees come from? gives the fol- 
lowing description of the great nursery of Ellwan- 
ger & Barry, at Rochester, in this State: 

This nursery was established in 1838, by 
Messrs. Ellwanger & Barry, in the southerly 
part of Rochester ; since which time it has 
been so enlarged, that it-now covers over 500 
acres-—-probably the most extensive nursery 
in the world. The wide celebrity of this great 
establishment, its extent of business, and the 
interest generally felt to know its operations, 
require a notice of corresponding fullness. 

The fruit department occupies over 350 
acres, in about the following proportion of the 
different kinds: Standard pears, 69 acres; 
dwarf pears, 57 acres; standard apples, 72 
acres; dwarf apples, 31 acres; standard and 
dwarf cherries, 25 acres; standard and dwarf 
plums, 20 uecres; other fruit trees, seedling 
stocks, &e., on balance. 

In the above-named department, the follow- 
ing ites are more particularly worthy of no- 
tice :—A fine eight-acre block of dwarf and 
standard cherries, containing 120,000 trees, 
two years from the bud; 12 acres of standard 
and dwarf pears, in about equal quantities, two 
years from the bud, containing 130,000 trees 
of beautiful growth ; another block of 20,000 
plum trees froni last spring’s grafts, on 3 acres ; 
6 acres of currants, chiefly White Grape, 
Cherry, and Victoria, 200,000 plants; 4 acres 
of Houghton’s Gooseberry, 70,000; 3 acres of 
New Rochelle and Dorchester blackberries, 
100,000 plants ; and 100,000 hardy grapes on 
3 acres. 

The ornamental department occupies 90 
acres, about as follows; 24 acres of evergreen 
trees; 50 acres hardy deciduous trecs and 
shrubs; 8 acres roses; 3 acres dahlizs, bulbs, 
and herbaceous plants; 5 acres specimen 
trees, &c. 

‘he most remarkable items in this depart- 
ment are: The evergreens, which exceed half 
a million in number, besides this year’s seed- 
lings ; the 8 acres of roses ; the weeping trees, 
covering alone over 2 acres; the magnolias, of 
which there are more than an acre in one plot ; 
the 5,000 trees of the great Sequoia, or giant 
tree of California ; and the great number of 
cuttings of roses and other shrubs in cold 
frames, exceeding 100,000, more than balf of 
which were well rooted by midsummer. 

The glass structures for-plauts ane propaga- 
tion cover 15,000 square feet. 

Tbe packing-houses and sheds consist of one 
packing-house 75 by 80 feet, two stories high, 
with cellars beneath ; a shed 150 vy 24 feet ; 
and nuinerous temporary sheds erected at the 
commencement and removed at the end of 
each selling season Besides these, there are 
several large stables ; work-rooms for both de- 
partments ; and sheds for sash-frames when 
out of use, pots, &c. 

The men employed are about 225 to 250 in 
the season, (that is, on an average through the 
season, for 400 or 500 persons are employed 
at busiest periods,) and about 80 through win- 
ter. Three men are constantly employed in 
book-keeping, correspondence, &e., in addi- 
tion to the extensive labors in correspondence 
pertormed by the proprietors themselves. — 
They have opened and Baile a street, which is 
exclusively occupied by their foremen, head 








There are 25 horses employed for cultivating 
the nursery, &c. 

A single season’s budding, numbers about 
700,000 in the fruit department, and 100,000 
in the ornamental. To insure complete aceu- 
racy, one of the proprietors cuts all the buds, 
which he immedivtely passes to a number of 
hands who accompany him, who remove the 
leaves, when they are marked and transferred 
to the foremen of the respective budding com- 
panies. 


—_-. 





Heroism and Leadership. 

The two great maritime disasters which oc- 
curred so recently, both presented examples of 
hervism. The captain ot the Lady Elgin, mind- 
ful of the responsibilities of his position, after ey- 
ery other self-sacrifice for the safety of his pas- 
sengers, added the surrender of his life, when 
within reach of the shore. He would be the last 
to leave the ship—the last to leave the raft when 
it struck upon the rocks; and he had his way, 
which was better than life. 

When the steamer Connaught was about sink- 
ing, the captain of the little brig which came to 
her assistance lashed his vessel to the foundering 
wreck, that no chance of the waves might sepa- 
rate them, until his work of mercy was com- 
pleted. “ Aye, aye,” he sung out, “I'll stand by 
as long as there’s a soul on her,” and so saying 
and dving, he saved 200 persons from an ocean 
grave. The Troy Times, referring to these facts, 
states that the names of both captains were alike, 
Joun WiLson—a curious coincidence, if true. 

It is a glorious memorial that a man died in 
any station, rather than desert his post of duty, 
especially when he is a leader. The responsibil- 
ity of leadership is peculiar, and peculiarly great. 
The true captain is like the “true shepherd, who 
giveth his life for the sleep.’. The hero is un- 
calculating. Not only is his personal safety less 
to him than that of any other—it is last of all. 
This is instinctively recognized by all who follow 
him. What is their trust, their committal, their 
clinging to him, but a recognition that he is the 
man who, having been endowed by the Almighty 
to be their leader, is also endowed to die, if need 
be in their place. Without irreverence, we may re- 
fer to the highest example, as an illustration of 
every man’s duty who leads the van in the affairs 
of life. 

Is the application doubtful or difficult? Is it 
quixotic or chimerical? It is at least generally 
unaccepted. Men are fond of the rewards of rank 
and popularity, but they shrink from the highest 
reward of all. Yet we have another evidence of 
the validity of this obligation, im the instinctive 
shame. and blame with which we observe any 
practical denial of it. Sometimes—not often, in- 
deed—news of a shipwreck reaches us, in which 
the only survivors are among the officers and 
crew. We feel this to be exactly wrong, and de- 
spise those who saved themselves on such terms. 
On the other hand, when we hear that boat af- 
ter boat is saved, and amoung those who went 
down was the commander, although we sympa- 
thize with him, and the more regret his loss, we 
acknowledge the glory of the impulse which kept 
him at bis post until the last, and cry “ well 
done!” 

Rusktn, in a late article, speaking of the duty 
and celebrity of soldiership, denies that soldiers 
are distinguished because killing is their trade, 
but to be killed, and insists that we pay them 
homaze for that, whether we know it or not.— 
He extends the parallel, and argues that a simi- 
iar heroism is not only practicable, but obligatory 
upon all classes of men, professional, mechanical 
and mercantile. The mference, susceptible of a 
full defense, is, that duty, rather than gain or 
pleasure, should be the standard in every avoca- 
tion of life.— The World. 





—Man does not live by bread alone. He lives to 
develop and improve, as much as to exist. And de- 
velopment and improvement are things as real as 
existence itself. That which brings home to our 
consciousness noble ideas, refined enjoyment, that 
which bears good fruit in the mind, even though we 
perceive it not with our eyes nor touch it with our 
hands, is something else than an idle dream. The 
poetry of life is something more than a metaphor. 
Sentiment is linked to action. Nor is the world, 
with all its hard materialism, dead to these truths 
There is a corner, even in our work-a-day souls, 


where the 1pzav lurks, and whence it may be called 
forth, to become, not a mere barren fancy, but the 
rolific parent of progress. And from time to time 
it is thus called forth, to ennoble and to elevate. 
It is not the enthusiast only who aspires. What is 
civilization but a realization of human aspirations? 
— kh. Dale Owen. 





A coop Woman NFEVER GROws oLp.—Years 
may pass over her head, but if benevolence and 
virtue dwell in her heart, she is as cheerful a 
when the spring of life opened to her view.— 
When we look at a good woman we never think 
of her age; she looks charming as when the rose 
of youth first bloomed on her cheek. That rose 
has not faded yet—it will never fade. In her 
neighborhood she 1s the friend and benefactor. 
Who does not respect and love the woman who 
has passed her days in acts of kindness and mer- 
cy? We repeat, such a woman can never grow 
old. She will always be fresh amd buoyant in 
spirit, and active in humble deeds of benevo!ence. 
— Home Journal, 
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